
 

Past Perfect Tense Sample Exercises with Answer 

Exercise 1 

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in the past perfect tense: 

1. I had already _________________ dinner when you arrived. (eat) 

2. She had never _________________ to Paris before. (go) 

3. He had been working at the company for ten years before he 

_________________.(retire) 

4. We had already finished our homework before we _________________ to bed. (go) 

5. They had been waiting for you for over an hour before you _________________. (arrive) 

Exercise 2 

Choose the correct answer to make a Past Perfect Tense Sentence: 

1. What had you done before you came here? 

a. I had already eaten dinner. 

b. I had already eaten breakfast. 

2. When I arrived at the airport, my flight had already taken off. 

a. True 

b. False 

3. He had been living in India for five years before he moved to the United States. 

a. True 

b. False 

4. I wish I had studied harder for the test. 

a. This is a regretful statement. 

b. This is a hypothetical statement. 

5. If I had had more money, I would have bought that car. 

a. This is a regretful statement. 

b. This is a hypothetical statement. 

Exercise 3 

Rewrite the following sentences using the past perfect tense: 

1. She had already finished her homework when I arrived. 

2. He had never been to Europe before. 

3. We had been waiting for you for over an hour before you came. 

4. I was tired because I had stayed up late the night before. 

5. She was disappointed because she hadn't gotten the job she wanted. 



 

Exercise 4 

1. Write a short paragraph using the past perfect tense to describe something that 

happened to you in the past. 

 

Exercise 5 

1. Imagine that you are a time traveller. You have just travelled back in time to the day 

before you were born. What would you do? Write a short paragraph using the past 

perfect tense to describe what you would do. 

 



 

Answers 

Exercise 1 

1. eaten 
2. been 
3. retired 
4. went 
5. arrived 

 
Exercise 2 

1. a 
2. a 
3. a 
4. a 
5. b 

 
Exercise 3 

1. When I arrived, she had already finished her homework. 

2. He had never been to Europe before he went there with me. 

3. We had been waiting for you for over an hour before you came to our house. 

4. I was tired because I had stayed up late the night before. 

5. She was disappointed because she hadn't gotten the job she wanted. 
 

Exercise 4 

Last summer, I went on vacation to Europe. I had never been to Europe before, so I was 
really excited. I visited several different countries, including France, Italy, and Spain. I had a 
wonderful time, and I would definitely recommend visiting Europe to anyone who has the 
opportunity. 
 
Exercise 5 
If I could travel back in time to the day before I was born, I would do a few things. First, I 
would go to my parents and tell them how much I love them. I would also tell them about all 
the things they have done for me over the years. Second, I would go to school and tell my 
teachers how much I appreciate them. I would also tell them about all the things I have 
learned from them. Finally, I would go to my friends and tell them how much I value their 
friendship. I would also tell them about all the things we have done together. 
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